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Pyotr   Alexeyev

Yakutsk in 1892. The notes he
left behind give a picture of
the hard life of the Russian
workers in the 'sixties and
'seventies and their awakening
to the struggle.

Another outstanding work-
er-revolutionary of the 'sev-
enties was Pyotr Alexeyev, a
mill worker, a Smolensk peas-
ant by birth and a member
of Narodnik circles, Pyotr Ale-
xeyev taught himself to read
and write, and he sought avidly
in books for an answer to the
pressing problems of the work-
ers and peasants. iThis answer
he found in the illegal socialist
literature, and Pyotr Alexeyev
became a Socialist. He car-
ried on revolutionary agitation
among the workers and went

from factory to factory to organize the workers in revolutionary circles.
Pyotr Alexeyev was a very popular figure, and the Moscow weavers,
who affectionately called him "Petrukha," remembered him for a long
time. Arrested for carrying on revolutionary activities he made a speech
at his trial on March 10, 1877 which he concluded with the following
words: "The muscular arm of the working millions will be lifted, and
the yoke of despotism, guarded by the soldiers'bayonets, will be smashed
to atoms!" Lenin called this speech the "great prophecy of the Bussian
worker-revolutionary."

Pyotr Alexeyev was sentenced to ten years* penal servitude and
banishment to Yakutia, where he was killed by bandits in 1891.

The First Workers' Organizations. The first revolutionary
workers' organization in Eussia was the "South Russian Workers'
Union" founded in Odessa in 1875 by Eugene Zaslavsky. The aim of
the union was "to propagandize the idea of the liberation of the workers
from the yoke of capital and the privileged classes." The "South Bus-
sian. Workers* Union" based its revolutionary activities on the rules
of the First International. According to the rules of the union only
workers could be its members. This first workers* union united 150-
200 metal workers. The union began to organize branches in other
towns as well. It existed for about a year and was broken up by the
gendarmes. Its organizer, Zaslavsky, was sentenced to ten years*
pe&al servitude and died shortly afterwards in prison.